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Passionate about soil health

ESTABLISHED in Broken Hill
in 1997, Australian Vermic-
ulture is now firmly planted
in Mildura having moved the
business to Sunraysia in early
2014. Company founder Bren-
don Price is passionate about
maximising economic viability
whilst improving soil health
in farming. Over the years,
Brendon has worked hands
on with growers, local and in-
ternational soil scientists and
accredited bodies. This has led
to a deep practical knowledge
that is paramount to the de-
velopment of Australian Ver-
miculture’s biological fertiliser
products.

Australian Vermiculture
has three core products — Ver-
micompost fertiliser, Progro
liquid fertiliser, vermicast fine
powder used for seed coating
and pelletising.

Vermicompost was the
first on farm product result-
ing from processing organics
through worms and additional
biological processes. This re-
sult was a high-grade soil en-
hancement fertiliser that has
been very successful in trans-
forming non-arable land to
arable — such as sandy hills or
rocky fields.

Progro, aka “The Juice”
was developed several years
later following a request from
a broad acre Mallee grower
looking for alternatives to tra-
ditional fertilisers. Costs and
volumes of traditional fertilis-
ers were increasing making
conventional practices un-
sustainable. Since the first on
farm trial of Progro in 2010,
results achieved for growers
have been significant. Finan-
cial viability, increase in crop
quality and improvement in
soil health are key benefits
achieved for the farmers.

Following on from success

of “The Juice” in broad acre
practices Australian Vermicul-
ture’s products are now being
used in growing potatoes, table
grapes, wine grapes, almonds,
citrus and pomegranates.

Akeyresult of using the bio-
logical products is the ongoing
improvement in soil health.
This addresses a key issue for
farmers where soil health has
deteriorated markedly over
the decades forcing growers to
use more and more traditional
fertilisers to try and achieve
the same outcome. Brendon
explains the simple yet com-
plex science behind soil health
as follows;

“The microbiology in soil
is what generates trace ele-
ments and nutrients for the
plants. Nutrients in the soil
must be in their natural form
before plants can take them
up. It is one of the functions of
a healthy food web to hold nu-
trients in non-leachable forms
so they remain in soil, until the
plant requires the nutrients,
and then the plant “turns-on”
the right biology to convert the
nutrients into forms the plant
can take-up.”

Soil scientist Dr Ash Mar-
tin of Adelaide’s Microbiology
Laboratories urges growers to
look at their margins as well as
yields. “Calculating your over-
all returns is the most impor-
tant thing” he said. “You can
go broke growing the best crop
in the district if your costs are
too high.”

Del Price, business partner
and wife, adds “On the flip side,
consumers are demanding to
know more about where and
how their food is produced.”

The team at Australian Ver-
miculture is keen to empower
farmers through annual crop
walks and facilitating grower
networking. Brendon explains

that much of the products
success is that it is easy for
farmers to move to biological
farming. They can start a trial,
experiencing the differences
for themselves, and expand
the replacement of conven-
tional fertilisers in their own
time over seasons. The key
benefits of improved margins
becomes a significant motiva-
tor to change. In most cases
this has lead to full conversion
with a significant benefit in re-
turn due to lower input costs
and improvements at harvest.

Please see results direct

from the growers’ mouth
on the testimonials page of
their website: http://www.

australianvermiculture.com.
au/#!testimonials/clzfk

Dr Ash Martin, left, inspecting
soil health with Werimull grower
Don Rankin and Australian

Vermiculture's Brendon Price.
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Azzco key supplier of stainless

SINCE commencing operation in 2009, Azzco Stainless
Sales has established itself as a key supplier of stainless
steel products to the food and beverage, agricultural and
manufacturing industries.

As a premium welding store and qualified Fronius
dealer and Suhner partner for Sunraysia, Azzco also
stocks Hypertherm Plasma cutting machines and Migomag
welding equipment.

As a member of the Synergy Industrial Supply Group,
the team aim to provide a complete solution to all your
workshop supply needs with a large stock of abrasives,
safety, welding and general consumables.

Azzco also has access to a large range of tools, from
small hand tools to industrial sized machinery.

Their stainless steel range includes sheet, RHS, rounds,
flats and fittings for the food and beverage and structural
markets.

There is also a limited range of aluminium sheet and
tread plates available which can be cut to a specific size.

The qualified staff have many years combined
experience in the industrial and engineering fields and
an excellent knowledge base, to offer you solutions in an
efficient and timely manner.

Azzco’s fully equipped workshop specialises in, but not
limited to, stainless steel fabrication, with its large modern

premises well equipped with folders, guillotine, plate rollers
and punching machines.

Tradesmen are fully qualified experienced in all aspects
of TIG, MIG and ARC welding and fabrication.

The team also undertake major and minor on site
projects in the South Eastern region of Australia with a fleet
of vehicles and qualified staff ready to handle any project.

For all your workshop requirements call 5023 2884,
email sales@azzco.com.au or drop into the showroom at
251 Benetook Avenue, next door to Mallee Meats.
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For further information and grower testimonials

ealthy Grop
starts with Healthy Soil

All Australian Vermiculture products are the result of biological worm centric practices

Progro aka “The Juice”

A unique nutrient and biologically rich liquid fertiliser in a bioavailable form
extracted from Vermicast. Increased microbial activity results in increased biological
release of soil nutrients - the cornerstone to improved crop and plant health.

Starts at $2.00/litre ex gate Mildura

Vermicompost

A nutrient rich biological compost derived from manures, organic sediment and
green waste with worm castings and microbial and beneficial fungal liquids applied.

$35/t ex gate Adelaide
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ermiculture

...we farm the soil

= .~ Initial enquiries Del Price ph.

(03) 5023 2884 | www.azzco.com.au
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